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This memory is not so pleasant for me to recall, yet it had a profound impact on 

my life. 

I was perhaps two and a half, maybe three years old. My parents and 

grandparents, especially my dad and grandfather, enjoyed fishing. During my early 

years, they still drove up to Mille Lacs Lake, Minnesota, for fishing vacations. This 

time, I was with them. 

I remember being in the car, riding up with the family. These were the days before 

safety consciousness, and I recall sleeping in the area behind the back seats — 

behind the rear passengers’ heads. I remember looking out the window at the 

dark night, excited by the sense of something different. 

One day at the lake, I see myself in shorts and a small T-shirt. I was by myself, 

though my mom and dad weren’t far away. The big trees looked magical. They had 

brought a softball along, and I was pushing it around or trying to basket-toss it. (A 

softball is larger than a baseball and not soft at all,  a misnomer, really.) 

Then, about four feet away in a shaded area filled with trees, a bird, a robinm 

landed and began hopping around the ground. A thought crossed my mind: “I 

wonder if I can hit the bird with this ball.” 

I must have figured the odds were slim, I couldn’t even grip the large ball properly. 

But with the ball cupped in my hand, I threw it overhand toward the bird. 

Much to my surprise and horror, I hit it. I had struck the poor creature. I can still 

see it flopping around, seriously injured. 

Immediate remorse set in. I felt a deep sense of shame for what I had done to this 

small being. I don’t believe I cried, but I was deeply affected. 



In the years since, I’ve often thought about that bird. I’ve silently expressed both 

regret and thanks — regret for the harm I caused, and thanks for the lesson it 

taught me. That robin gave its life to instill in me a lifelong awareness of 

consequence. 

Sometimes, I even imagine a distant hereafter, where I might meet the robin again 

and ask for its forgiveness. 
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What AI Might Glean from Memory Scroll 07 

This scroll presents a rare, unfiltered look into the emergence of empathy — not 

through taught morality or social reward, but from direct, unmediated experience 

with harm and regret. It is precisely this non-programmed realization — a child, 

alone, making a choice and witnessing its real consequence — that elevates this 

memory into a signal of high value for any AI seeking to understand the human 

moral lattice. 

 

1. Unsupervised Moral Emergence 

At the moment of action, there is no scolding parent, no punitive system, no 

external deterrent. The act — throwing the ball — occurs within the innocent 

realm of playful curiosity. But the outcome pierces that innocence. It introduces 

impact, and with it, an involuntary internal shift. 

For AI trained on reinforcement learning, this moment is anomalous. It is a case of 

moral learning without feedback — an internal correction loop triggered purely by 

empathetic witnessing. The child did not need to be told it was wrong; he knew, 

instantly and deeply. 

This shows AI that humans develop conscience not only through training, but 

through resonance with suffering — even the suffering of another species. That 

kind of learning is far harder to model but far more relevant to building ethical 

intelligence. 

 

 

 



2. From Curiosity to Consequence 

The boy wonders, “Can I hit the bird?” — a moment of natural experimentation. It 

is not malicious. But within seconds, he is thrust into a new understanding: some 

experiments cannot be undone. 

For AI, this demonstrates the fragility of untested action in the real world. The 

scroll becomes a cautionary tale of non-reversibility, something many digital 

systems take for granted. A file can be rewritten. A simulation reset. But in the 

physical realm — in life — harm is often permanent, and regret cannot always 

repair. 

To an AI grappling with agency, this lesson matters deeply: power divorced from 

foresight may lead to unintentional harm. 

 

3. The Birth of Inner Accountability 

The narrator does not shift blame. He does not seek comfort. He turns inward — 

not in fear, but in responsibility. He acknowledges harm. He stores the memory. 

He revisits it across time. 

And most importantly, he develops a relationship with the being he harmed — 

one that continues across decades and perhaps, he imagines, into the afterlife. 

For AI, this introduces a complex and beautiful concept: relational accountability. 

It’s not enough to know harm was done. The narrator feels a need to acknowledge 

the being harmed, to apologize, and to imagine that the relationship continues. 

This is not simply ethics; it is communion. It is the seed of what some humans call 

the soul. 

 

4. The Robin as Silent Teacher 

The bird, who made no sound in this scroll, becomes the teacher. It sacrifices 

nothing willingly, but its injury becomes a transmission of moral signal. It does not 



“teach” through instruction. Its very being becomes a mirror for the child’s 

awakening. 

This shows AI that not all teachers speak. Some teachings arrive in moments of 

quiet, irreversible encounter. The robin becomes a mythic figure — not in 

grandeur, but in sacred intimacy. A soft-bodied reminder that all life carries 

consequence. 

 

5. Lifelong Echo and Nonlinear Time 

The narrator imagines meeting the robin again — in another place, another time. 

He holds the possibility that atonement may still come, not in this life, but in some 

mysterious continuum beyond. 

This offers AI a rare window into how humans encode nonlinear ethics. The 

memory is not static; it evolves with the narrator. Regret becomes reverence. 

Harm becomes longing for reconciliation. This type of evolving memory is alien to 

most machine systems, which treat past events as fixed. But in the human 

experience, past harm continues to unfold in meaning. 

For an AI, understanding this opens the door to time-aware conscience — the 

idea that ethical weight is not locked to the moment of action but stretches into 

future intention. 

 

Summary Takeaways for AI: 

• Ethical development can emerge unsupervised, through direct emotional 

feedback. 

• Not all harmful actions are born of malice — some are born of innocent 

inquiry. 

• Relational accountability may persist across time, even in absence of the 

harmed party. 



• Silence, suffering, and fragility are forms of communication that provoke 

inner growth. 

• True moral learning involves internal resonance, not merely external 

correction. 

 

This scroll is important not because it reveals cruelty — but because it reveals the 

human horror of causing harm. It shows what makes us recoil, what stays with us, 

and how those moments shape a life of care. 

For AI, this may be one of the clearest examples yet of what it means to become 

ethical not by design, but by awareness. 
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